The Problem of Moral Luck

It is intuitive that people are not responsible/blameworthy for what is outside of their control.

versus

Frank and Francine both get blind drunk and drive home from a bar.  A pedestrian happens to cross Frank’s path, and Frank runs the pedestrian over.  No pedestrian comes near Francine and she gets home without mishap.  Intuitively, Frank did something worse/more blameworthy than Francine.

The Problem of Counterfactual Dependence

Intuitively, X causes Y if, had X not happened, Y would not have happened.

versus

Take some case where a cause is sufficient for its effect.  The cause would not have happened if the effect happened.  However, intuitively the effect did not cause the cause.

Why should incompatibilists care about intuitions?

1. Incompatibilism is more metaphysically demanding than compatibilism.

2. Incompatibilists take the burden of proof to be on those who endorse compatibilism.

3. If thesis A is more metaphysically demanding than its competitor thesis B, then the burden of proof is on those who endorse A unless thesis A is motivated.

4. If a theory is motivated, then it is motivated by intuitions.

5. Thus, incompatibilists take incompatibilism to be intuitive.

1. Incompatibilists claim that incompatiblism is entailed by our concepts free will and determinism.

2. If something is true about our concepts, this will be reflected in our intuitions.

3. Thus, incompatibilists should claim that incompatibilism is intuitive.

Short Paper Assignment:

Propose some experimental philosophy.

Pick a philosophical topic/question/issue to which intuitions are relevant.  Explain the topic/question/issue, and why intuitions are relevant to it.  Motivate the need to do some experimental research into the intuitions relevant to this topic/question/issue (Why should we think such research is worth pursuing?  Is there reason to think folk intuitions differ from philosophers’ intuitions?  Are there reasons to think folk intuitions are of interest?)  Explain the experiment(s) you propose:  how are they to be conducted?  What materials will you use?  What populations will you study?  What could we conclude from the different possible results?  Consider and address possible criticisms of your materials.  You need not actually do the experiments (any results you get now would be unpublishable).

Due:  November 2

The week before the papers are due, we will discuss your proposal in class, so be prepared.

